Nocturne

For
String Quartet

by
Jeannette Owen




Instrumentation
1* Violin

2" Violin

Viola

Cello

Duration
5 minutes

Programme Notes

Nocturne is a one movement piece written for the London-based Amanzi
Quartet who unfortunately, due to the world pandemic, have been unable
to rehearse, record or perform it to date.

The work explores texture, with the use of imitation, unsion octaves and
pizzicato. All instruments have an equal part to play.

The pentatonic scale is used extensively, and different time signatures are
explored. In bar 46, there is a metric modulation which leads to a lyrical
section, before returning to earlier ideas at bar 56. The piece ends as it
began, but with the echo motif descending rather than ascending.

The opening and final chords are identical, bringing the piece to a full
circle.
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