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by
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Instrumentation
Strings
3 - 4 First Violins
3 - 4 Second Violins
2 - 3 Violas
2 - 3 Cellos
1 - 2 Double basses
Woodwind
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb
1 Bassoon
Brass
2 Trumpets in Bb
1 French Horn
Percussion – 1 player
Suspended Cymbal
Wood Blocks (5 lines)
Triangle
Tambourine
Tenor Drum
School Bell
Tubular Bells
Claves
Duration
16 minutes



Programme Notes
The Somerset Levels is a symphonic suite for chamber orchestra in 
three movements.

The first movement opens with shimmering strings, depicting the 
vast skies and flat lands of the Levels, then we travel to 
Glastonbury Tor: this has a folk-tune feel to it, depicting the pagan 
rituals that are associated with Glastonbury.
Later we move on to Burrow Mump, a ruined church on a hill. This 
has a misty feel to start, and then the music becomes more Baroque 
and imitative, to represent the age of the church.
Next we go to Wells Market, with the bustle of people and the bell 
of the town crier, before returning to the calmness of the Levels.

The second movement begins with a fanfare to represent Wells 
Cathedral, and has Tubular Bells to emphasise the Cathedral 
acoustics. Then half-way through, we find ourselves at Glastonbury 
Abbey with a mediaeval feel to the music.

The third movement begins with the floods that happen so often on 
the Levels. The strings begin pizzicato to represent rain, and the 
woodwind comes in with overlapping passages to show the build-up 
of water. We reach the point where there is water everywhere you 
look, and here we have a constant ripple, first from the strings and 
later from the woodwind. Then the waters subside and we gradually
revisit all the places that have been represented in the first two 
movements (with slight variations) and finally return to the dry and 
sunny Levels to conclude the piece.
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